[From Winter 2007]

In Memory of Nancy "Nan' Anderson

Nancy "Nan" Anderson died Sept. 29, 2007 at her residence in Chincoteague. Nan retired from the
University of Maryland at College Park where she taught psychological statistics. She moved to
Chincoteague in 1996 and became a volunteer at Chincoteague Refuge in 1997. Nan had an
interest in outdoor activities and helped plant and tag trees after the southern pine beetle attack.
Nan helped with the annual beach cleanup, International Migratory Bird Celebrations and served as
an ambassador during Waterfowl Week.

Nan participated in the Marine Debris Study. Every month the group picked up trash on a section of
beach and recorded the type and quantity of trash that was collected. The information was sent to
the Ocean Conservancy, who is conducting an international pollution study. During the first phase,
from the period of 1997 through 2002, the Chincoteague Refuge Volunteers was the only group
from 40 monitoring sites along the Atlantic coast to never miss a monthly cleanup and were
presented with an award from The Ocean Conservancy for this accomplishment!

Nan was a member of the Chincoteague Refuge Education Administrative Committee (CREAC)
which was instrumental in getting funds for the Herbert H. Bateman Educational and Administrative
Center. She staffed the CNHA sales area and the Assateague lighthouse. In 2005, Nan was
elected secretary for the Chincoteague Natural History Association and held that position up until
her death.

Nan also volunteered at the Chincoteague Library and was a member of the Chincoteague
Community Tennis Association. While talking to Nan about her volunteer experience, she once told
me, "l like meeting the different visitors and having the opportunity to work with my fellow
volunteers." Nan will be missed by all. Her contributions will be remembered and will live on for
future generations.
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